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Conference Schedule 

8:00—9:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast 

9:15—10:45 Workshop Session 1 

10:45—11:00 Break 

11:00—12:30 Workshop Session 2 

12:30—1:30 Lunch 

1:30—2:30 General Session 

2:30—2:45 Break 

2:45—4:15 Workshop Session 3 

Breakfast Sponsor:  

Thank you for supporting Literacy for Life!  

Our thanks to Townsend Press, Pearson Education, USCIS and 
New Readers Press for donating resource materials. Thanks to 
Wegmans and Delaware Valley Consulting Group for supplying 
our door prizes. We appreciate your support!  

Student Sponsors:  
 

Student attendance at the 

conference is  

supported by the  

generosity of:  

 

Bonnie and John Anderson 

John Geaney 

Dore LaPosta 

 

Thank you! 

Gift Bag Sponsor:  



President’s Message 

October 24, 2015 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to Literacy New Jersey’s 2015 Literacy for Life 
Conference! This year’s conference once again offers learning 
opportunities for everyone involved in literacy work. We have 
some fabulous presenters with lots of interesting information. 
Thank you for making the time to come and join us on a 
Saturday. It is wonderful to see tutors, teachers, students, 
staff and board members here connecting, learning and 
reveling in being part of the literacy community. 
 
I want to thank each and every one of you for all that you do 
for literacy in New Jersey. Each of you give of your time, talent 
and heart for intangible but fantastic rewards! But I know, as a 
long time member of the adult literacy community that the 
work can be difficult and frustrating too. I want you to know 
that your time and effort is deeply appreciated.  
 
We at Literacy New Jersey are also doing all that we can to 
improve literacy throughout the state. One of the highlights of 
this past year was the creation and piloting of three new 8-
week courses for students. We held 12 trainings for 162 
tutors, and together with our affiliates held over 30 mini-
courses for a total of 260 students. The courses are: Talking 
up a Storm: Activities for ESOL Conversation Groups; 
Destination: U.S. Citizenship; and Technology in Action: A 
Course in Digital Literacy. You can find the curricula we 
created on our website at: https://literacynj.org/resources/mini-
courses-adult-literacy-students. 

 
We are currently rolling out an additional six new ESOL 
Conversation Group lessons devoted to health topics. These 
will be available on the website soon. Take advantage of 
these resources as well as all that is offered at the 
conference!  

 
Have fun today, everyone! I look forward to meeting and 
talking with all of you.  
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Workshop Rooms 

Session Workshop Room 

 Registration, Continental Breakfast  

1 & 2 The Magic of Selling 116 

1 Student Roundtable 231 

1  Maximizing Outcomes with Small and Large Groups 216 

1 Mindfulness in Tutoring 117 

1 Using Print and Digital Dictionaries to Aid in Learning 122 

1 Health Literacy for ESOL Conversation Groups 214 

1 Using iPad Apps to Build Vocabulary 217 

1 Learning Styles 215 

1 Teaching Grammar: A Deceptively Complicated Pursuit 213 

2 Promoting Your Program 231 

2 Workplace Safety for the ESL Learner 122 

2 Naturalization 101 117 

2 Practical Tips and Techniques for Tutoring ELL’s 213 

2 Enhancing Adult Education through Digital Technologies 217 

2 Phonological Awareness for Reading Success 214 

2 Reading with a Purpose: Socratic VOICE Strategies 216 

2 Preparing for the High School Equivalency Tests 215 

 Lunch Dining Room 

 Keynote, Awards Ceremony Auditorium 

3 Simple Presentations with a SMILE 231 

3 Using Social Media to Drive Change 116 

3 Reading to Your Children 122 

3 ESL Conversation Groups that Work 216 

3 Phonics for Pronunciation 214 

3 High School Equivalency Program Ideas 217 

3 Graphic Novels for Adult Literacy 117 

3 Tips & Techniques for Encouraging New Writers 213 

3 Blended Learning for ABE/HSE/ESOL 215 



Awards Luncheon Agenda 

WELCOME 
Perrine Robinson-Geller, Literacy NJ Board President 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 
M.A. Rafey Habib, Professor of English, Rutgers University Camden 

 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 

 
Alice M. Leppert Award for Outstanding Affiliate Achievement 

Literacy Volunteers of America - Essex & Passaic Counties 
 

2015 Award for Volunteer Excellence 
Shubha Murti, Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County   

 
2015 Award for Tutor Excellence 

Lisa Bell, Literacy Volunteers of Salem/Cumberland Counties 
 

2015 Award for Student Excellence 
Andrea Mego, Literacy Volunteers of America - Essex and  

Passaic Counties  
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Betsy Allen, Conference Coordinator and Program Director, Literacy New Jersey 

Gloucester County Programs 

Keynote Presentation 

“The Challenge of Literacy in a Global Setting” 
M.A. Rafey Habib, Professor of English, Rutgers University Camden 

Author of Shades of Islam: Poems for a New Century 

 

M.A. Rafey Habib is a scholar in the areas of literary criticism, theory and 
philosophy. A Professor of English at Rutgers University, he is the author 
of nine books, including two translations of Urdu poetry and his own volume 

of poetry, Shades of Islam: Poems for a New Century (September 2010). He 
believes that it is a matter of some urgency to foster an improved mutual 

understanding between the Islamic world and Western cultures and has given 
numerous talks on various aspects of Islam, such as Islam and Democracy. He 

explains that in an era where existing democracies are under various kinds of threat, and where 
democracies in various parts of the world are struggling to be born, it is important that we promote 
and disseminate the skills of critical reading and writing in order to foster an informed and 
responsible participation in the democratic process. He does not regard learning as merely an 
intellectual experience but a moral, emotional and political process, whose deepest roots and 
profoundest inspiration lie in humility, humanity and compassion.  



Alice M. Leppert Award for Outstanding Affiliate Achievement  

 

 

 

 

Literacy Volunteers of America- Essex and Passaic Counties has been successfully training tutors for 

years. They come out of the gate ready to go, but many are left wanting more. So, two years ago, 

they launched a pilot program, monthly Tutor Support Workshops. The monthly workshops provide a 

forum in which tutors can ask questions of other 

tutors, teachers, and professionals and receive 

feedback on techniques used in class. 

Even better, the workshops have evolved into a 

close-knit support network for their volunteers.  

 

LVA Essex-Passaic implemented this program 

by assessing the needs of their tutors and initiated a program to meet them. Their coordinator of 

recruitment and training and their education coordinator reached out to presenters in the tristate area 

to set up the free, informative workshops. All prospective and active tutors are invited to attend the 

workshops, which are posted on their website and in their monthly newsletter. Topics range from the 

state of adult literacy in New Jersey to using the lyrics of folk songs to teach vocabulary and 

comprehension to adult readers.  

 

The effectiveness of the Tutor Support Workshops is evaluated in two ways.  First, the program staff 

seek feedback from those who attend the sessions to ask whether they find the workshops useful 

and what they feel could have been better presented.  Most tutors have said they have found the 

workshops to be extremely useful and have helped them to implement best practices. 

 

Secondly, effectiveness is evaluated through attendance. Tutor attendance at the workshops 

increased 26% in the second year. Next, their statistics show that student hours with their tutors have 

increased over 200%; student test scores are up 50%; and student retention for more than a year has 

increased 20%. Students are more motivated and better prepared for the workplace, which in turn 

improves the quality of their lives. The program is pleased to see an increased demand for the Tutor 

Support Workshops. 

 

We are proud to recognize LVA Essex & Passaic for creating this successful and important new 

program for their tutors.   

Presented to  
 

LVA Essex & Passaic Counties 

Students are more motivated and 
better prepared for the 
workplace, which in turn 
improves the quality of their lives.  



Shubha Murti undertakes a myriad of tasks and positions as a 
volunteer to help Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County’s 
literacy programs. When Shubha joined LV-Monmouth in 2008, 
she was initially asked to format various forms for the organization. 
Since then, she has volunteered as a tutor, a test administrator, a 
fundraising volunteer, a data entry volunteer, a board member and an 
all-around “if you need help, call me” volunteer. Each year Shubha 
volunteers close to 500 hours. 
 
One of Shubha’s biggest contributions has been the updating of LV-Monmouth’s data collection for 
tutors and students.  Shubha has been instrumental as a trouble-shooter in getting LV Monmouth 
up to par with the State of New Jersey as far as meeting the requirements for federal grant funding, 
sending out notices to the office about which students need to be assessed, reassessed, called for 
surveys once they have left our programs, tagging new or returning students, and all aspects of 
meeting the various requirements included in the grant.  Because of her diligence in managing the 
data, they have been in compliance with this grant. She recently even volunteered to help LV-
Monmouth’s partner agencies get up to speed with their data management.  
 
As part of LV-Monmouth’s rebranding 
committee, Shubha volunteered to update the 
website, which she still currently maintains as 
the LV-Monmouth Webmaster.  She emails all 
tutors on a monthly basis with reminders to 
turn in time sheets, with notices of 
opportunities for workshops, conferences, in-
services, and other communications from the 
office. 
 
Shubha also participates on the Board of Directors.  As well as serving on the rebranding 
committee, Shubha is involved in fundraising and with the Tutors/Instructors Services Committee. 
Shubha promotes the services of LV-Monmouth whenever she can. Every year she helps out at the 
annual Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping & Book Fair, recruiting her friends and promoting the 
organization.   She helps cook dinners that are auctioned off at annual fundraising dinners and she 
is always available to help out with special projects that need many hands. She is a familiar face at 
Tutor Workshops and in-services always willing to help out in any way and/or contribute to the 
refreshment table. 
 
Shubha is special because she works extremely well with others, is very willing to share her 
knowledge with others and is always working for the good of the larger group.  
 
We are proud to recognize Shubha Murti for her dedication and many contributions as a “behind 
the scenes” volunteer, helping to make LV-Monmouth the successful literacy organization that it is.  

Award for Volunteer Excellence 

Presented to  
 

Shubha Murti 
Literacy Volunteers of 

Monmouth County   

Shubha is very willing to share 
her knowledge with others and is 
always working for the good of 
the larger group.  



Award for Tutor Excellence 

Lisa Bell trained to be a volunteer tutor in January 2014 and in 
her first six months, racked up an astonishing 200 tutoring 
hours. 
 
Lisa is the type of person who is always looking for more ways to 

help, so when several individuals at her apartment complex asked 
her to help them get their GED, she asked if LV-Salem/Cumberland 

could host a GED program at the complex. She had helped others 
study for their GED prior to coming to Literacy Volunteers, and was 

willing to help, but she had never actually taught a GED class before.  
 
The affiliate simply did not have the staff available to offer a GED class, but Lisa was determined 
to see it happen, even if it meant doing it herself. Program staff provided some materials and 

Lisa recruited the apartment complex 
staff to help out with additional training 
materials and classroom support. 
Through her efforts, Lisa successfully 
launched a GED class that has been 
meeting weekly since March and is 
making progress.  
 

According to the apartment complex staff, Lisa is a tireless worker who is committed to 
educating the people in her community. She genuinely believes that education is at the core of 
self-sufficiency and has encouraged her fellow residents to join the program and stick with it, 
believing it is the only way anyone can truly improve his or her life. She perseveres in finding 
additional training materials and is investigating ways to get free GED testing for the residents, 
who all have limited incomes.  
 
In addition to helping her neighbors, Lisa is also helping the affiliate. She has brought them a 
significant number of clients who otherwise may not have found the program. Because of their 
low-income status, these clients qualify for a grant with stringent income guidelines that have 
proven difficult to meet. Lisa has worked with the apartment complex staff to collect the 
documentation needed and, through her efforts, they have been able to receive more of this key 
funding than in the past.   
 
Lisa is energetic, enthusiastic, helpful and pleasant to work with. She looks for needs in the 
community and perseveres until she finds a way to meet them. She is clearly an asset to the 
program, but even more importantly, she provides a lifeline to her community by helping them 
find the help they so desperately need.  
 
We celebrate Lisa for believing in and repeatedly giving the gift of literacy and are proud to 
present her with the 2015 Award for Student Excellence.  

Presented to  
 

Lisa Bell 
Literacy Volunteers of  

Salem/Cumberland Counties 

Lisa provides a lifeline to her 
community by helping them find 
the help they so desperately need.  



Award for Student Excellence 

Andrea Mego has significantly increased her literacy skills and, in turn, has 
improved the quality of her life. From a shy young woman, embarrassed to 
ask a stranger for a bus schedule when she first arrived in the United 
States from Peru, Andrea has become a confident individual and leader. 
So confident, in fact, that she was asked to become the Spanish language 
coordinator of the English-Spanish Language Exchange, a pilot project that 
she helped launch for LVA Essex and Passaic Counties. Andrea is happier, 
more motivated, and a more fluent English speaker than when she began her 
ESL studies last June with LVA. 
 
Andrea has worked extremely hard to make great strides. She feels confident navigating the world of public 
transportation, which has opened many doors for her. She is a wonderful role model for her younger sister 

and was able to help her mother make the 
transition to the U.S., assisting her with 
everything from filling out papers at the doctor’s 
office to guiding her through the complicated 
application process that leads to U.S. 
permanent residence.  

 
Andrea demonstrates a strong commitment to service by volunteering in the office two days a week. From 
filing to providing frequent assistance to Spanish-speaking students who want to study English, she exhibits 
dedication and compassion. Andrea is at the front line when it comes to making sure that tutors keep their 
skills current by attending LVA’s professional development workshops and guaranteeing that tutors and 
students maintain their weekly commitments, a task that is at the heart of the program and crucial to its 
mandate. 
 
Andrea is the Spanish language coordinator of LVA’s English-Spanish Language Exchange. In the language 
exchange, LVA students and tutors switch roles: students teach Spanish to tutors, and then midway through 
the lesson tutors teach English to students. Each week Andrea develops the Spanish language portion of 
the exchange, planning lessons and ensuring that the English-speaking students know the vocabulary and 
grammar of the day. That can be challenging, given that the Spanish students range from beginner to 
intermediate levels. She also researches the different cultures and historical figures of Latin America, which 
the group then studies. 
 
Andrea is willing to share with others her experiences as a young adult brought to the United States from 
Latin America, where she had family and a close-knit circle of friends. As the eldest child and most fluent 
English speaker, Andrea has taken on many of the responsibilities of the head of the family, and has guided 
its effort to gain permanent residence. Her energy inspires almost everyone who meets her. Andrea’s 
personal goal is to continue her college courses in journalism at a local university. She sees writing as a 
way to get a positive message out to other immigrants who are trying to find their way in a new country. 
 
Andrea is a blessing in the office, a young woman who is special in many ways.  Andrea is an inspiration to 
every potential student who enters the office and appeals for help with English. She is an overall goodwill 
ambassador, someone who is supportive and nurturing to applicants of the program, including many who 
see her as a role model.  
 
We are proud to present Andrea Mego with the 2015 Award for Student Excellence in recognition of her 
success, personal growth, and unwavering commitment to the LVA Essex Passaic community.  

Presented to 
 

Andrea Mego 
Literacy Volunteer of America-  
Essex and Passaic Counties  

Andrea is an inspiration to every 
potential student who enters the office 
and appeals for help with English. 



Session One (Double 
Session) 9:15 - 10:45 

 

The Magic of Selling  

(Double Session, 3 hours) 
Join Magic of Selling founder, sales trainer, and 

coach, Dan Hollis, for a collaborative, inspiring, and 

motivational workshop as he explores the many 

nuances of the Art of Selling, touching such areas 

as: prospecting, business development, listening 

skills, organizational skills, closing deals, referrals 

and much more. Take away ideas that will help grow 

and promote your program for improving funding 

and name recognition. A very educational and 

interactive session where questions are most 

welcome! 

Dan Hollis, The Magic of Selling 

Target Audience: Board Members, Program 

Directors, Staff, Trainers  

 

Session One 9:15 - 10:45 
 

Student Roundtable 

Come meet fellow students from around the state. 

Everyone will have a chance to share their success 

stories and challenges. We will talk about ways that 

students can take leadership roles into their local 

literacy programs. 

Literacy New Jersey Staff 

Target Audience: Adult Learners 

 

Mindfulness in Tutoring 

Through mindfulness practices, participants will 

learn simple ways to reach their goals of learning to 

read and write with less stress and more ease. 

Participants will leave with a toolbox of 

mindfulness strategies that can be 

incorporated into their sessions and their daily 

lives. 

Amy Faust, Roots & Wings, LLC 

Target Audience: General Audience 

 

Maximizing Outcomes with Small and 
Large Groups 
Our participants face many barriers and many leave 

the program before the first year of service. By 

changing our business model from one-to-one to 

small groups, we maximize both resources and 

outcomes. Many changes need to be made in order 

to be successful and we learn something new at 

each step of the process. We’ll discuss the LV—

Essex Passaic service model and look at how such 

a model might be adopted by other programs. 

Cristhian Barcelos, LVA Essex-Passaic Counties 

Target Audience: Program Directors, Staff, Trainers 

 

 
Using Print and Digital Dictionaries to 

Aid in Learning 

Dictionaries, print or digital, contain valuable 

language information. Beginner to Advanced 

students clearly benefit with usage. You will see how 

your students will become more aware of the 

different ways in which dictionaries can positively 

affect their English language learning, and the value 

of monolingual dictionaries as a learning resource. 

Susan Sodon, LV- Monmouth County 

Target Audience: ESOL Tutors, Teachers, Trainers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshop Descriptions 



Workshop Descriptions 

Health Literacy for ESOL  
Conversation Groups 
Using health topics in your conversation group can 

be a great way to help your students practice the 

English they need to navigate the healthcare system 

and make healthy choices for themselves and their 

families. Participants will receive lessons to use with 

their students on topics such as filling out forms, 

reading and understanding labels, and locating 

health care providers and services. 

Vivian OKrepky and Liz Wilk, Literacy New Jersey 

Target Audience: ESOL Tutors, Teachers, Trainers 
 

Using iPad Apps to Build Vocabulary 

From making soup to building vehicles, the many 

interactive apps available for iPad make learning 

new vocabulary fun. Participants will learn how to 

assess iPad apps prior to using them with adult 

learners to determine the vocabulary they introduce 

and how appropriate they may be to instruction. The 

session will take place in a computer lab, but 

participants are encouraged to bring their own iPad 

to make the most of this session. 

Tracy Johnston and Betsy Allen, Mantua Township 

School District 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

 

Learning Styles 

All learners have strengths and weaknesses when it 

comes to individual learning styles. Understanding 

what the various learning styles are and how to use 

learning strategies targeted to particular learning 

styles will increase adult learner confidence and 

progress toward their literacy goals. 

Michele Ben-Asher, Literacy NJ—Mercer County 

Programs 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

 
 

Teaching Grammar: A Deceptively 

Complicated Pursuit 

This discussion-based workshop seeks to identify 

the challenges associated with teaching grammar in 

the context of student writing with the ultimate goal 

of working toward overcoming those challenges. By 

first presenting the current scholarship on this topic, 

and then offering an examination of the approaches 

that stem from that scholarship, we will work toward 

identifying best practices for teaching grammar to 

learners from diverse backgrounds. 

Jude Miller, Rowan University 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 
 

 
Session Two 11:00 - 12:30 

 

Promoting Your Program 

Do you wish you could encourage others to learn 

literacy and English skills as you have done? In this 

session you will find out how to connect with your 

community. Learn how you can help get the word 

out about your literacy program and help others in 

the process. 

Mary Padilla, Literacy NJ—Gloucester County 

Programs 

Target Audience: Adult Learners 

Workplace Safety for the ESL Learner: 

Designing Small Group Workshops 

Workplace safety can be of particular interest as an 

ESL topic as language barriers can create 

potentially hazardous situations. This workshop will 

address how to evaluate students’ needs, determine 

appropriate content, and design effective and 

engaging ESL activities.  Additionally, this workshop 

will review existing, adaptable materials and present 

a sample activity. 

Elena Sauceda-Peeples, Pathstone Corporation—

New Jersey Operations 

Target Audience: Program Directors, Staff, Trainers 



Naturalization 101 

This introductory session highlights the 

naturalization eligibility and filing requirements and 

provides insight into the naturalization interview and 

oath ceremony. The session will include helpful 

customer service self-help tools, as well tips for 

individuals seeking legal immigration assistance. 

Kelly Ayala, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services—Newark District 

Target Audience: Adult Learners 

 

Practical Tips and Techniques for 

Tutoring English Language Learners 

Learn the importance of establishing specific goals 

that the learner would like to achieve, and how to 

incorporate all four language domains (reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking) into one lesson. The 

workshop will offer general tips for helping ELLs as 

well as some specific strategies for tutoring adults 

such as the Language Experience Approach and 

using vocabulary lists like the GSL. 

Jackie Simon, Literacy NJ--Middlesex County 

Programs 

Target Audience: ESOL Tutors, Teachers, Trainers 
 

Enhancing Adult Education through 

Digital Technologies 

This workshop examines the why, how, and what 

questions for integrating digital technologies into 

adult education classrooms. This workshop will 

provide adult educators and learners with hands-on 

opportunities to explore the potentials of digital 

technologies to facilitate life-skills and career and 

college readiness. 

Mamta Shah, Drexel University 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers, and Trainers 

Phonological Awareness for Reading 

Success 

Learn about the importance of phonological skills for 

beginning ESL/ reading success. Through this 

interactive workshop, participants will understand 

the difference between phonological and phonemic 

awareness and become familiar with activities to 

help students develop these skills for successful 

reading. 

Fay Crooks, Literacy NJ—Gloucester County 

Programs 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers, and Trainers 

 

Reading with a Purpose: Socratic 

VOICE Strategies 

This hands-on presentation demonstrates how to 

teach adult learners to become more successful 

readers, writers, listeners, and speakers by 

examining a number of different reading strategies. 

These strategies are organized in a chart using the 

acronym: “VOICE” which separates them into the 5 

categories: Vocabulary & Writing, Oral Language, 

Imagining, Connecting, and Exploring Letters & 

Sounds. Learn how to inspire individuals to read 

with a purpose and improve their confidence. 

Raina Cullen, Clarity Educational Consultants 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers, and Trainers 

 
Preparing Students for the High 
School Equivalency Tests 
Could you pass the HSE test? Participants will 

review common test prep strategies.  Discuss their 

teaching style and consider opportunities to promote 

a growth mindset. This session will help you to 

convince your students that they are ready for the 

test.  Learn strategies to help students who struggle 

with math or the essay. Examine and practice some 

typical HSE test questions. 

Dawn Harrison, Literacy NJ—Union County 

Programs 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers, and Trainers 

Workshop Descriptions 



Workshop Descriptions 

Session Three 2:45-4:15 
 

Using Social Media to Drive Change 

Today’s rapidly evolving social media hold enormous 

potential for social change.  The ability to navigate a 

social vision, however, is no small task.  This 

workshop will address how nonprofits can use the 

latest social networking applications to enhance 

organizational capacity and, ultimately, drive social 

change by advancing their organizational mission. 

Dr. Allison Turner, West Chester University 

Target Audience: Board Members, Program 

Directors, Staff, Trainers 
 
Simple Presentations with a SMILE: 
Sharing Your Story to Make an Impact 

on Literacy 

Want to share your story and personal journey but 

are uncomfortable speaking in public? The Simple 

Presentations with a “SMILE” workshop will provide 

you with basic skills necessary for impactful 

presentations. Become an advocate for your Literacy 

Program and share your SMILE. 

RonnAnn Naedele-Risha, Literacy NJ—Gloucester 

County Programs 

Target Audience: Adult Learners 

 

ESL Conversation Groups that Work 

In this workshop you will find out how to make your 

ESL conversation groups dynamic and effective 

while being sensitive to individual learners’ needs. 

Find out how to match activities to the learning 

objectives of the lesson, how to adapt lessons to 

differing language levels, and how to build trust 

among participants. 

Laura Stanton, LV- Salem and Cumberland Counties 

Target Audience: ESOL Tutors, Teachers, and 

Trainers 

  

 

Phonics for Pronunciation 
In this workshop, instructors and tutors will focus on 

the use of phonics for enhanced pronunciation of 

letters and sounds, as well as how to accurately and 

enjoyably teach phonics to students. Topics will 

include how to break down individual letters and 

sounds, as well as letter combinations and phonetic 

groups. Additionally, tutors will learn games and 

activities to help students with correct pronunciation 

of words to accurately express themselves. 

Matt Ford, Literacy NJ—Gloucester County 

Programs 

Target Audience: ESOL Tutors, Teachers, Trainers 

 
High School Equivalency Program 
Ideas 
In this workshop we will discuss ways to support 

HSE learning through digital tools in use at Rowan 

County College of Gloucester County. Come ready 

to share and discuss what is working in your 

programs and ways you have found to improve 

student performance. 

Joe Spencer, Rowan College of Gloucester County 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

 

Reading to Your Children 

Learn effective ways to encourage your child’s love 

of reading and to make reading a special time every 

day. Get tips on using your voice to create interest, 

helping your child develop prediction and summary 

skills, and creative ways to extend the story beyond 

the pages of the book. Get ready to make reading a 

fun and meaningful part of your family life together.  

Literacy New Jersey Staff 

Target Audience: Adult Learners 



Graphic Novels for Adult Literacy 

Graphic novels resemble comic books because they 

are a combination of illustration and the written 

word, but they tend to take on more complex topics 

and are noted for their sophisticated storytelling. 

Rather than being a replacement for "real" reading, 

graphic novels are increasingly recognized as 

valuable resources for readers of all types.  This 

session will present examples of some critically 

acclaimed graphic novels, review how graphic 

novels require a different type of reading, and 

highlight ways that graphic novels might be useful 

when working with adult literacy students.  

Workshop participants will be invited to share their 

own reading and teaching experiences with graphic 

novels. 

Erik Jacobson, Montclair State University 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

 
Tips and Techniques for Encouraging 

New Writers 

This workshop will focus on ways to provide 

effective writing instruction for adult literacy 

students. We will discuss tips and techniques for 

encouraging new learners to write and how to help 

them become more proficient writers. Participants 

will practice writing exercises they can use with their 

students. 

Perrine Robinson-Geller, Literacy New Jersey 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

Blended Learning for the Best ABE/

HSE/ESOL Experience 

The BEST possible learning scenario is blended 

instruction; a hybrid of classroom and online study. It 

produces the best possible results when facilitated 

with best practices, with the best instructional 

strategies and with the best suited instructional 

material for each learner. Attend this session if you 

want the BEST for your learners.  

Jason Guard, Essential Education 

Target Audience: Tutors, Teachers and Trainers 

Workshop Descriptions 



Jersey City Literacy Program 

(201) 547-4518 

www.jclibrary.org/departments/ 

literacy 

 

LVA-Cape Atlantic, Inc. 

Pleasantville 

(609) 383-3377 

www.lvacapeatlantic.org 

 

LV-Bethany 

Bethany Baptist Church 

973-623-8161 

www.bethany-newark.org 

 

LV-Bergenfield 

Bergenfield Public Library 

(201) 387-4040 

http://bergenfield.bccls.org/esl.shtm 

 

Literacy NJ- Burlington Co.  

Willingboro 

(609) 877-5566 

literacynj.org  

 

LV-Camden County 

Camden County Library 

Voorhees 

(856) 772-1636 

lva.camdencountylibrary.org/ 

 

LV-Englewood Library 

Englewood Library 

(201) 568-2215 

www.englewoodlibrary.org/ 

 

LVA Essex-Passaic  

Bloomfield Public  Library 

(973) 566-6200 

www.lvanewark.org  

 

Literacy NJ-  Gloucester Co. 

Westville 

(856) 218-4743 

literacynj.org  

 

 

Hunterdon Helpline Literacy 

Services  

Flemington 

(800) 272-4630 

www.helplinehc.org 
 

Literacy NJ- Mercer County 

Hamilton 

(609) 587-6027 

literacynj.org  

 

Literacy NJ– Middlesex Co. 

Metuchen 

(732) 906-5456 

literacynj.org  

 

LV-Monmouth County 

Brookdale Community College 

Long Branch 

(732) 571-0209 

www.lvmonmouthnj.org  

LV-Morris County 

Morristown 

(973) 984-1998 

www.lvamorris.org  
 

Literacy NJ- Ocean County  

Ocean County College 

Toms River 

(732) 864-9646 

literacynj.org  
  

LV-Pascack Valley 

Westwood Public Library 

(201) 664-7597 

westwoodpubliclibrary.weebly.com 

               

Literacy NJ- Union County  

Roselle 

(908) 486-1777 

literacynj.org  

 

LV-Salem/Cumberland Co. 

Gateway CAP 

Bridgeton 

(856) 497-6645 

www.gatewaycap.org 
  

LV-Somerset County 

People Care Center 

Bridgewater 

(908) 725-5430 

www.literacysomerset.org  

 

Literacy NJ- Sussex County  

Newtown 

(973) 300-9444 

literacynj.org  

 

Literacy NJ- West Hudson  

Kearny 

(201) 998-3336 

literacynj.org  

                     

Project Literacy of Bergen Co. 

Hackensack 

(201) 489-7066 

www.project-literacy.org 

Literacy NJ Programs & Affiliates  


