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LINCS ELLU: Teaching Adult 

ELL Emergent Readers 



Why Should I Visit LINCS Regularly? 

LINCS provides you with the information, 

resources, professional development activities, 

and online network you need to enhance your 

practice and ensure your adult students receive 

high-quality learning opportunities. 

http://lincs.ed.gov/ 

 

LINCS is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult 
Education. It is comprised of the Resource Collection, managed by Kratos Learning, the 
Regional Professional Development Centers, and the Technical Contractor, Quotient, Inc. 
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LINCS Makes a Difference  

How can LINCS help you with your work? It offers: 

 A Resource Collection containing high-quality, evidence-
based materials in 16 topic areas; 

 An online Community of Practice where you can share 
and collaborate with your peers; 

 A Learning Portal where you can engage in self-paced 
and facilitated professional development courses; and 

 Four Regional Professional Development Centers 
(RPDCs) that deploy evidenced-based PD trainings to 
states.  

For a video overview of LINCS, visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3bq6Mdn2Qg 
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Don’t Miss a Beat; Connect with LINCS 

 Join the Community: https://community.lincs.ed.gov 

 Access the Learning Portal: 

http://lincs.ed.gov/courses 

 Search the Resource Collection: 

http://lincs.ed.gov/collections 

 Follow the latest updates: @LINCS_ED 

 Join our professional group: LINCS_ED 

 Watch webinar archives and more: LincsEd 
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  to Everyone! 



Getting Acquainted: Conversation Grid 

Find someone you don’t know well and talk 
together using the grid provided: 
 

What is your name? 

Where do you teach?  

How long have you been teaching adult ESL?  

What’s your class like? 

One thing I’m doing that really seems to be 
working  is … 

 I wish I could better help a student who’s 
struggling with … 

 
 



Who is with us today? 
6 

 Years of experience 

Less than 1 year? 

1 or 2 years? 

3-5 years? 

More than 5 years? 

 Who do you teach …  

 Beginning literacy? Beginner? Intermediate? 
Advanced? Multilevel ? 

 Background… Elementary education? Reading 
specialists? 

 

 

 



Today’s Agenda 
7 

Welcome & Introductions 

Workshop goals 

The learners & our contexts 

Balanced literacy instruction 

Building on an oral language foundation 

Teaching phonological awareness and 
phonics meaningfully 

Q & A 
 



Goals & Objectives 
8 

You will be able to . . .  
 

 

 Explain terms describing learners with limited 
print literacy skills 

 Define balanced literacy and implement 
activities that build bottom-up & top-down 
reading skills 

 Summarize the importance of building on an 
oral language foundation  

 Share useful resources and network with others 
doing this important work 



Who are the ELL emergent readers? 
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Most have limited or interrupted formal 
schooling 

Diverse group: 

 Preliterate 

 Nonliterate 

 (Non-alphabet literate) 

 (Non-Roman alphabet literate) 
(Source: Burt, Peyton, & Adams, 2003) 
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3-MinuteTable Talk: Who are the learners? 

 
How would you describe 

the English speaking 

and listening skills of the 

adults you work with? 
 

How about their reading 

and writing skills in 

English? 
 

What do you know 

about the learners’ 

previous education? 
 

 



Literacy Terms:  Peer Dictation 

1. Decide who will be the reader and who will be the writer. 
You may opt to change roles halfway. 

2. The reader . . . 

 goes to the wall, reads the text, and reports to the writer  

 can visit the wall as many times as necessary and should not 
shout across the room (!) 

 should offer corrections but cannot touch the pen/pencil 

3. The writer listens and records what the reader reports 

The goal: reproduce the text perfectly including spelling, 
punctuation, etc. 
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What’s involved in reading an alphabetic print 

language? 



Balanced Literacy Instruction 
13 

Emergent readers need the constant engagement and 

high interest of top-down learning, as well as the 

systematic and building-block approach of bottom-up 

learning.  

 



Whole-Part-Whole 

Top-Down/Bottom-up/Top-Down  
14 

 



Whole-Part-Whole 
15 

 

Method of teaching reading that  

 STARTS with a whole text that is meaningful to 

the learners,  

 PULLS OUT specific parts (ex: vocabulary from 

thematic unit or a story) to analyze for 

phonemic awareness & phonics elements, and 

 GOES BACK to the text to practice in context. 

 



Go up and down the ladder 
16 

 As teachers, we should go up and down the ladder 

to balance top-down and bottom-up instruction 

because both are necessary when learning to read.  



Contextualized Instruction 
17 

 

We usually organize lessons thematically (family, 

health, jobs, housing, etc.) and focus on a “lifeskills.” 

This is important. HOWEVER… 



Contextualized Instruction + phonics  = ? 
18 

Emergent readers need a great deal of instruction in the 

basic components of reading: 

 phonemic awareness 

 phonics  

 sight words 

 fluency  
 

 

 provide relevant and interesting lessons  

   AND 

 spend time on the basic building blocks of literacy? 

 



3 Principles for  

Teaching Phonics to Emergent Readers 
19 

1. Communication first!  

2. Give students ample time for reading 

3. Find ways to integrate phonics 

instruction with meaningful print 

(learner- or class-generated stories or 

appropriate published materials) 
 

Source: Liden, Poulos, Vinogradov, 2008 

 



With Emergent Readers  
20 

Here’s what to AVOID 

 Beginning with the alphabet 

 Introducing printed materials with unfamiliar 

language 

INSTEAD 

 Work on listening skills first (e.g., use Total 

Physical Response, real objects, gestures, photos, 

translation) 

 Build reading and writing lessons on language the 

students understand and can produce 

 



• WHAT ARE SOME 

EXAMPLES? 

 

• WHY IS THIS A GOOD 

PRACTICE?  

21 

Building on an Oral Language Foundation 

Learner-Generated Texts 

 



Types of Learner-Generated Texts 
22 

 Shared experience*  

 Student newsletters 

 Picture stories*  

 Responding to a 
visual* 

 Transcribed taped 
conversations 

 

 Journal entries*  

 Wordless books*   

 Photo books  

 Class posters  

 Overheard student 
stories*  

 



Language Experience Approach: LEA 

Have you ever 

used LEA? 

How have you 

used it? 
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Language Experience Approach  
24 

“LEA taps into students’ strengths by connecting 

what they are able to communicate _____________ 

to what they are learning to do in ______________.  

It is a very efficient technique in working with 

emergent readers.” 
 

 

 

Source: Crandall & Peyton, 1993 

 



LEA Story: Community Garden 
(Minnesota Literacy Council, Andrea Echelberger, instructor) 



LEA Story: Minnesota Literacy Council  
St. Paul, Minnesota 

HOT DAY 

Today is summer. 

Today is sunny. 

Today is hot. 

Today we are 

sweating. Today 

drink water. Today 

wear t-shirt. 

 



Responding to a Picture 
27 



LEA: Learner-Generated Story 
28 

Night.  At the hospital.  Woman go have a baby. 
Man, husband helping.  He gives her drink. 

Now day time.  Sun outside.  Two babies!  Brother 
and sister.  Man hold baby.  Woman hold baby.  
Doctor helping.  Now man is father.  Now woman 
is mother.  Happy family.  

 

 

 
First, top-down activities  … and then bottom-up activities 

and then back to the whole text.  Up and down the ladder! 

 

 



The Lor Family 

  This is the Lor family. There are 6 people. 

The grandmother likes milk and fruit 

salad. The father likes to play music and 

play airplane with the baby. The mother 

likes to read books. Pa Nia, the baby girl, 

is 1 year old. The older daughter likes to 

play in the garden with the dog. The son 

likes to play basketball. The Lors are 

very happy. 



Blend the word 

r – e –d  

[read]   

p – l - a 

[play]  

m – i – l – k  
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B = baby 

A = apple 

S = say 

K = key 

E = elbow 

T = toy 

B = boy 

A = always 

L = leave 

L = letter 

 

 

BASKETBALL 

 

Same first letter sound: Hangman 



Phonemic awareness: Sound Chain 
32 

1) very > eat > train >  

2) dog > grow > open > name > man 

> game > met > table 
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/d/ 
dog 

old 

daughter 

read 

salad 

garden 

/m/ 
milk 

music 

mother 

name 

/n/ 
son 

name 

garden 

airplane 

/p/ 
play 

happy 

people 

airplane 

Phonemic awareness: Listen.  

Where’s the sound? 



Phonemic awareness:  

Listen. Count the Sounds 
34 

 

 

 

 

 

      s-o-n              b-a-b-y             s-a-l-a-d 



Listen. Does it rhyme? Which one is different? 
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1. book  look  bake 

 

2. dog  dot  frog 

 

3. play  say  made 
  



Sorting letters 
36 

 



Phonics:  

Manipulating letter sounds with large cards 

 

    B – O – O – K   →   C – O – O – K  →  L – O – O – K  

 

    M – O – T – H – E – R   →   B – R – O – T – H – E – R  

→    F – A – T – H – E - R 



Phonics: Fill in the missing sounds/letters 

fa __ __ er 

mo __ __ er 

grandmo __ __ er 
 

b __ by 

n __ me 

airpl __ ne 
 

__ lay 

__ eople 

__ a Nia 



Phonics: Circle the word you hear  

 

1. play   people  happy 

2. There   The   This 

3. dog   old   older 

4. mother  music  milk 
 



Spelling with letter tiles 
40 

 



Letter Tiles 
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Everyone loves Bingo! 



Dictation 

 Lower level can write the first or final letter  

 Higher level can write the whole word 

 



Phonics:  Sort pictures by sounds/letters 

F f 
 
 
  

G  g 
 
 

M  m B  b 
 



Phonics:  Sort words by beginning sounds/letters 

family   grandmother   music    fruit    baby     milk      

basketball  garden      mother     books    girl  father 

 F f 
 
 
 family 

G  g 
 
 
   girl 

M  m B  b 
 



9 Patch (aka Match Mine )  

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

7. 8. 9. 



9 Patch (Match Mine) 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

7. 8. 9. 

  

daughter 

this 

fruit 

is 

older are 

father read 

like 



Working with longer texts 

Underline all the words that start with 

_______. 

How many times do you see “likes” in the 

story? 

Where do you see the word “likes” in the 

story?  Circle it. 

Where do you see the word “play” in the 

story?  Circle it.  



Word families (onsets & rimes) 

milk – silk 

dog 

play 

likes 

old 
 

 



Word families (onsets & rimes) 

milk – silk 
 

dog – fog – hog – log 
 

play – say – day – may – pay – bay 
 

 likes – bikes – hikes – pikes – strikes 
 

old – bold – told – sold – mold 

 

 

 



Same or different? 

mother father 

music music 

older old 

this the 

basketball basketball 

people purple 

books book 



My Hero:  

Josefina, Super Woman! 
52 

Josefina cooks for the children’s summer camp 
at her church. Today she made 200 pancakes 
for breakfast. For lunch she cooked 80 pounds 
of chicken and 150 ears of corn, and she made 
48 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.  
 

Josefina is the only cook! She is a volunteer. 
The church does not pay Josefina. She works 
hard because she loves the church and the 
children. Sometimes Josefina feels tired, but 
she is a strong woman! 

 



 

Your Ideas 

What phonics and phonemic 

awareness items can we work 

on from this text?   

 What bottom-up activities can 

be done with this story? 
 



What’s next? 
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Revisiting Goals & Objectives 
55 

Are you now able to … 
 

 Explain terms describing learners with limited 
print literacy skills? 

 Define balanced literacy and implement 
activities that build bottom-up & top-down 
reading skills? 

 Summarize the importance of building on an 
oral language foundation?  AND 

 Did you share useful resources and network 
with others doing this important work? 



NEXT Steps: 

• What have YOU learned today? 

• What is something you’d like to 
try with adult learners? 

•  Time for reflection:  

• Think, Pair, Share 

 

 

ELL-U Learner-Centered Practices in Adult ESL Georgia Teachers' Academy Atlanta, GA October 9-10, 2012 Susan 

Finn Miller 



Key Learning and Next Steps 
57 

 

 

1. An idea from this workshop that I’m glad to know… 

 

2. I still wish I knew more about… 

 

3. One practice I want to try with adult learners… 

 

4. I would appreciate having a workshop on … 

 



How many are familiar with the LINCS website? 
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Member of the LINCS Community? 
59 
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THANK YOU!! 


